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Screening for Acute Infec�ons on the Hemodialysis Unit 
Approved by BC Hemodialysis Commitee January 2024 and BC Renal Medical Advisory Group in May 2024 
 

  Pa�ent arrives for HD   
     
  

Screen for S&S of acute Infec�on 

• General: Fever 
• Respiratory: Sore throat, cough, SOB 
• Skin: Open wound, rash 
• GI: Diarrhea, N&V 

     
Rou�ne HD 
precau�ons (see 
BCR Guideline)  

 
S&S acute infec�on present? 

  

     

  
Swab/culture for relevant infec�on(s) 

• Swab 
• Urine or stool culture 
• Blood culture &/or other blood tests 

     
  

Implement contact  
precau�ons1  

Addi�onal precau�ons (depending on type of infec�on):  
• Toile�ng precau�ons2 
• Physical separa�on of pa�ent from other pa�ents 
• Addi�onal cleaning for equipment & HD sta�on 

     
  Risk of airborne or aerosol 

transmission? 
  

     
  

 
Implement droplet or airborne 

precau�ons3 

• Pa�ent: Wear mask, separate from other pa�ents 
 
• Staff: PPEs as per PICNet Precau�ons, consider 

addi�onal cleaning procedures for environment & 
equipment 

    
 
Relevant BC Renal Guidelines: 
Preven�on of Disease Transmission in HD Units 
Acute respiratory illnesses 
Clostridium difficile (C diff) 
Carbapenemase-Producing Organisms (CPO) 
Hepa��s B 
Hepa��s C and HIV 
MRSA/VRE 
Tuberculosis (screening and follow-up of latent TB) 

   
  i�ve 

  

Con�nue precau�ons. Consult ICP 
PRN. 

 

No 

Yes 

Nega�ve 

Posi�ve 

Yes 

Swab/culture results? 

No 

Con�nue with contact & 
addi�onal precau�ons 
(depending on type of infec�on) 

Rou�ne HD Precau�ons (see 
BCR Guideline). Consult ICP 
PRN. 

http://www.bcrenal.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Prevention%20of%20Disease%20Transmission%20in%20HD%20Units.pdf
https://www.picnet.ca/wp-content/uploads/PrecautionSigns_PICNet.pdf
http://www.bcrenal.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Prevention%20of%20Disease%20Transmission%20in%20HD%20Units.pdf
http://www.bcrenal.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Clostridium_difficile_Guideline_for_Hemodialysis_Outpatients.pdf
http://www.bcrenal.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Prevention%20of%20Disease%20Transmission%20in%20HD%20Units.pdf
http://www.bcrenal.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Hepatitis%20B%20Guideline.pdf
http://www.bcrenal.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Hepatitis%20C%20and%20HIV%20Guideline.pdf
http://www.bcrenal.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/HD-PD-MRSA_and_VRE_Hemodialysis_Guideline.pdf
http://www.bcrenal.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/HD-Tuberculosis_Screening_and_Follow_Up.pdf
http://www.bcrenal.ca/resource-gallery/Documents/Prevention%20of%20Disease%20Transmission%20in%20HD%20Units.pdf
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Notes for Table:  
 
1 Contact precau�ons: 
Refer to: www.picnet.ca/wp-content/uploads/Precau�onSigns_PICNet.pdf (page 1). While contact and 
contact plus precau�ons are similar to rou�ne prac�ces, contact precau�ons require PPE’s to be worn on 
each contact with the pa�ent or their environment. Rou�ne prac�ces limit the precau�ons to specific 
�mes when direct care is being provided, based upon risk assessment. 
 
2 Toile�ng precau�ons (preferred order): 

• Assign to dedicated toilet or commode, if available. 
• U�lize reusable bedpan/urinal & disinfect with bedpan washer/disinfector. 
• U�lize disposable bedpan/urinal & macerate a�er use. 
• Assign shared pa�ent washroom on HD unit (with strict instruc�on re hand hygiene). 

Housekeeping to clean a�er each use. If housekeeping not available, dialysis-trained staff to clean 
“high touch” areas using disinfectant wipes (1 wipe per area): toilet seat, flusher handle, toilet 
lid, sink (taps, spout and sink), light switch & door handle. 

 

3 Droplet & Airborne Precau�ons: 
Refer to: www.picnet.ca/wp-content/uploads/Precau�onSigns_PICNet.pdf (pages 4 & 6). 
• Droplet precau�ons: Require staff to wear a procedure mask with eye protec�on when within 2 

metres of pa�ent and >2 metres between pa�ents. Private room preferred.  
• Airborne precau�ons: Require staff to wear an N95 respiratory mask and the pa�ent to be in a 

private nega�ve pressure room. 
 
 
 

 

https://www.picnet.ca/wp-content/uploads/PrecautionSigns_PICNet.pdf
https://www.picnet.ca/wp-content/uploads/PrecautionSigns_PICNet.pdf

